Local Government 


Local government in Pakistan refers to the system of administration and governance at the district, 
tehsil (sub-district), and union council levels. The local government system in Pakistan is divided into two 
main categories: rural and urban. 


The local government system in Pakistan was established in 2000 under the Local Government 
Ordinance (LGO) 2001, which provided for the devolution of power to local government councils. Under 
the LGO, the local government councils are responsible for providing basic services such as water supply, 
sanitation, and waste management, as well as for maintaining local infrastructure such as roads and 
schools. 


The LGO 2001 was amended in 2010, with the Local Government Act (LGA) 2013, which replaced the 
previous system of local government with a new system of local government. The new system of local 
government is based on the principles of decentralization and democracy, with the aim of empowering 
local communities and giving them more control over their own affairs. 


The local government system in Pakistan faces many challenges, including lack of resources, weak 
capacity, and limited accountability. Despite these challenges, the local government system in Pakistan 
is seen as an important step towards the democratization of the country and the empowerment of local 
communities. 


Overall, the local government in Pakistan is an important institution in the country's political landscape, 
responsible for providing basic services to citizens and maintaining local infrastructure, as well as 
promoting decentralization and democracy. 


The rural local government system is based on the traditional concept of a village council, known as a 
"panchayat." The panchayat system is composed of elected members known as "panches" who are 
responsible for managing the affairs of the village, including the provision of basic services such as water 
supply, sanitation, and waste management, as well as for maintaining local infrastructure such as roads 
and schools. 


The urban local government system is based on the concept of a municipal corporation or council. The 
municipal corporations are headed by elected mayors and councilors who are responsible for managing 
the affairs of the city, including the provision of basic services such as water supply, sanitation, and 
waste management, as well as for maintaining local infrastructure such as roads, parks, and public 
buildings. 


The Local Government Ordinance (LGO) 2001, which provided for the devolution of power to local 
government councils, established the local government system in Pakistan. Under the LGO, the local 
government councils are responsible for providing basic services such as water supply, sanitation, and 
waste management, as well as for maintaining local infrastructure such as roads and schools. 


The LGO 2001 was amended in 2010, with the Local Government Act (LGA) 2013, which replaced the 
previous system of local government with a new system of local government. The new system of local 
government is based on the principles of decentralization and democracy, with the aim of empowering 
local communities and giving them more control over their own affairs. 


Union councils are the lowest level of local government in Pakistan, and are composed of elected 
members known as "councillors." Union councils are responsible for managing the affairs of the union 
council area, including the provision of basic services such as water supply, sanitation, and waste 
management, as well as for maintaining local infrastructure such as roads and schools. 


Tehsil is sub-district level and it is headed by a Tehsil Nazim, who is an elected official. The tehsil council 
is composed of elected members known as "councillors" who are responsible for managing the affairs of 
the tehsil, including the provision of basic services such as water supply, sanitation, and waste 
management, as well as for maintaining local infrastructure such as roads and schools. 


District government is the highest level of local government in Pakistan, headed by the District Nazim, 
who is an elected official. The district council is composed of elected members known as "councillors" 
who are responsible for managing the affairs of the district, including the provision of basic services such 
as water supply, sanitation, and waste management, as well as for maintaining local infrastructure such 
as roads and schools. 


The local government system in Pakistan faces many challenges, including lack of resources, weak 
capacity, and limited accountability. Despite these challenges, the local government system in Pakistan 
is seen as an important step towards the democratization of the country and the empowerment of local 
communities. 


In terms of local government, a union council, tehsil, and district are administrative divisions that are 
responsible for different levels of governance. 


A union council is the smallest unit of local government in Pakistan. It is responsible for providing basic 
services and facilities to the local community, such as water supply, sanitation, and healthcare. Union 
councils are also responsible for maintaining public roads and streets, as well as managing local markets 
and playgrounds. Union council members are elected by the local community, and they meet regularly 
to discuss and address local issues and concerns. 


A tehsil, also known as a taluka or mandal, is a sub-division of a district. It is responsible for providing 
administrative and revenue services to the local community. Tehsils are headed by a tehsildar, who is 
appointed by the government. Tehsils are responsible for maintaining land records and collecting 
revenue, as well as enforcing laws and regulations related to agriculture and land use. Tehsils also 
provide support to the union councils within their jurisdiction. 


A district is the highest level of local government in Pakistan. It is responsible for overall administration 
and development of the area. Districts are headed by a district collector or a district commissioner, who 
is appointed by the government. Districts are responsible for maintaining law and order, as well as 
implementing development projects and programs. Districts also provide support and guidance to the 
tehsils and union councils within their jurisdiction. 


In brief, union councils are responsible for providing basic services and facilities to the local community, 
tehsils for providing administrative and revenue services, and districts for overall administration and 
development of the area. These three levels of local government work together to ensure that the 
needs and concerns of the local community are addressed and met. 


Union councils have a Chairman and Vice Chairman who are elected by the members of the union 
council. Union councils are responsible for maintaining the records of the citizens living in their 
jurisdiction, issuing various certificates and maintaining the records of births and deaths. They also play 
a key role in the implementation of government policies and schemes in their areas. 


Tehsils are also responsible for maintaining public order and safety, as well as enforcing laws related to 
public health and sanitation. They also play an important role in disaster management and relief 
operations in their areas. 


Districts are responsible for coordinating the activities of various government departments and agencies 
in their areas. They also act as a link between the state and local government and are responsible for 
ensuring that the policies and programs of the state government are implemented effectively at the 
local level. 


Districts also play a key role in the overall development of their areas, by formulating and implementing 
development plans and schemes, and monitoring their progress. They also play an important role in 
promoting education, health, and social welfare in their areas. 


In addition, Districts also have a District Coordination Officer (DCO) who is appointed by the government 
and acts as the chief administrative officer of the district. The DCO is responsible for coordinating the 
activities of all government departments and agencies within the district and ensuring that the policies 
and programs of the government are implemented effectively at the local level. 


Union councils also play an important role in the electoral process, by maintaining the electoral rolls and 
conducting voter education programs. They also assist in the conduct of local government elections and 
by-elections. 


Tehsils are also responsible for providing various licenses and permits required for various businesses 
and activities within their jurisdiction. They also play an important role in the collection of taxes and 
revenues, and the maintenance of financial records. 


Districts also play a key role in the promotion of agriculture and rural development in their areas. They 
also oversee the functioning of various cooperative societies and rural development programs. 


Districts also have a District Police Officer (DPO) who is responsible for maintaining law and order within 
the district and ensuring the safety and security of the citizens. The DPO is assisted by a team of police 
officers, who are responsible for the various police stations within the district. 


Another important function of the district level is to act as a liaison between the central government 
and local government bodies. Districts are also responsible for ensuring that the policies and programs 
of the central government are effectively implemented at the local level. 


It's also worth mentioning that the District administration is responsible for the overall maintenance of 
essential services such as electricity, gas and water supply and sanitation. They also take care of the 
maintenance of government buildings and infrastructure within the district. 


